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German and Austrian sovereigns; among the number was Pil-
sudski, who was appointed head of the Military Commission set
up by the Council. On the ground that the Council of State had
taken over the Legions, the Supreme National Committee voted
its own dissolution on January 29; but it lingered on, in the shape
of a sub-committee of liquidation, till October 1917.
The Germans originally charged this committee with organ-
izing enlistment stations, but it had failed them; they had less
reason for trusting Pilsudski, and instead of permitting him and
his Military Commission to recruit for the Polish Army, they
started the Abteilung fiir Polnische Wehrmacht (Department of
Armed Polish Forces). The question of the Polish Army was the
subject of constant debate in the Council of State for weeks. In
March the Germans demanded that it should adopt a special
form of oath for the Polish Army, binding it to "fidelity in arms
with the German and Austrian armies." Here was the old stumb-
ling-block for the Poles; neither Pilsudski nor his Legions had any
intention of taking that oath.
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTIONS
While the Germans were trying to raise a Polish Army, one of
the outstanding events in modern history occurred: the Russian
Revolution of March 1917, with the disappearance of the Tsarist
regime on the establishment of a provisional Government at
Petrograd on March 16. Only one other event—the Russian
Revolution of November 1917—gave a wider horizon to the
Polish Question. On December 25, 1916, the Tsar had again
announced that the constitution of a free Poland, made up of the
three areas that had been partitioned, was a war aim of Russia.
But as late as March n, 1917, Briand, in a note to Izvolsky,
admitted that it was understood by France that Russia had
absolute liberty to fix at her own pleasure her frontiers.
One of the first things done by the new Russian Government
was to notify the other Allies and neutrals that it would respect
the international engagements of the fallen dynasty. On March
28, 1917, it instituted a commission, with Lednicki as chairman,
for liquidating affairs in Russian Poland, and on the following

